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SPEAKERS:
Houzan Mahmoud: Is the representative abroad of -Organisations of Women's Freedom in Iraq. Born in Iraqi Kurdistan in 1973. Occasional writer for UK publications including The Independent and The Guardian, The Tribune, The Newstatsman and others. Campaigner as well as an international voice for women’s and workers’ rights in Iraq and Kurdistan; led many campaigns internationally, including campaigns against the rape and abduction of women in Iraq, and against the imposition of Islamic sharia law in Kurdistan and Iraqi constitution. Has written many articles about the situation of women in Iraq, Kurdistan and Middle East, which have been translated into and published in many languages
Iman Mandour: Board member of the following organizations:

- CEWLA – Center for Egyptian Women Legal Assistance (NGO in consultative status with the UN, working in a slum area of Cairo with special activities focusing on gender issues and providing national and regional expertise).

- HABI Center for Environmental Rights

Former Board Member of:

- FEMNET – The African Women’s Development and Communication Network

- The Alliance for Arab Women

Fromer Program Manager at the Friedrich-Naumann Foundation MENA Region for 6 yearsStrategist and advocacy trainer. Intercultural facilitator and organizational systems and relationships Coach special interest in issues of Gender, public policies, liberal politics and human rights
 Leila Jordens-Cotran: Is of Palestinian origin, born in Beirut, Lebanon where she studied philosophy at the French University. She is since the seventies a Dutch citizen. She studied Dutch civil Law at the University of Groningen and got her PhD in law at the University of Maastricht (Netherlands). Jordens-Cotran is specialized in Islamic family law and Dutch International family law. 
Maha Najjar: Studied literature and educational sciences in Haifa and later law in Jerusalem. She worked in Jerusalem during the first intifada (1988-1993) with other lawyers defending the rights of Palestinians living under occupation in Israeli courts (military courts, High Court of Justice). After moving to Belgium in1993. Her main areas of research are women's rights in the Arab world (Family Law, Labour and Social laws), legislative and judicial reform in the Arab countries and sub-regional economic cooperation in the Middle East
Mais Haddad: An Activist, member of the Syrian Bar Association since 2004, 

attorney and legal consultant at Haddad's law office 

Damascus. Syria. 

Nadje Al-Ali: is a Professor of Gender Studies and Chair of the Centre for Gender Studies, at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London. Her main research interests revolve around gender theory; feminist activism; women and gender in the Middle East; transnational migration and diasporas mobilization; war, conflict and reconstruction. Her publications include What kind of Liberation? Women and the Occupation of Iraq (2009, University of California Press, co-authored with Nicola Pratt); Iraqi Women: Untold Stories from 1948 to the Present (2007, Zed Books); New Approaches to Migration (ed., Routledge, 2002, with Khalid Koser); 

Secularism, Gender and the State in the Middle East (Cambridge University Press 2000) and Gender Writing – Writing Gender (The American University in Cairo 
Press, 1994) as well as numerous book chapters and journal articles. Her most recent book (co-edited with Nicola Pratt) is entitled Women and War in the Middle East: Transnational Perspectives (Zed Books, 2009). 

Professor Al-Ali is currently President of the Association of Middle East Women’s Studies (AMEWS). She is also a member of the Feminist Review Collective and a founding member of Act Together: Women’s Action for Iraq. (www.acttogether.org) 

Neila Akrimi is the Senior Project Manager for the Agency for International Cooperation for Development (VNG International) based in the Hague. Neila’s area of specialization include Diplomacy, International Law and Development, Gender and Governance. PhD. In European Union Cooperation for Development Law, Neila Akrimi has extensive experience in programme development and management, research, capacity building, grant scheme programmes for local and national governments in Francophone Africa and the Arab region. Former lawyer at the Tunisian Bar as well as former diplomat for the Tunisian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Neila has held key senior technical and managerial positions, as she was responsible for the management of several Donor programs that focused on good governance, gender and development. She was also the Co-Director of the Euro-Mediterranean Educational and Research Centre in Aix-en-Provence responsible for developing and supervising scientific research
Radhia Nasraoui: a human rights activist and lawyer in Tunisia. For more than 25 years, has been the target of police harassment, attacks on her workplace and decrees that restrict her movement. 

Her daughters have been stalked and intimidated by plainclothes members of the security forces. She has the courage to defend the basic rights of politically unpopular clients, and criticize the Tunisian government's human rights record, including their use of torture.
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