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On the occasion of 60 year of the Palestinian Nakba the ANVK invites you

                                                        to a
                                             Conference
      Untold Stories of Palestinian Women 
                                      Saturday 24the of May 2008
                                            Christus Triumfatorkerk

                                          Juliana van Stolberglaan 154
                                                       The Hague
                                     Tramline 2,6 and also bus 23
                                                      Organized by

                              Arab-Dutch Women Circle (ANVK)
The ANVK is a non-profit organization. It was founded in January 2002 at The Hague at the initiative of Dr. Tomador Meihuizen-Hassoun. The ANVK is deeply dedicated to the promotion of the position of Arab and Moslem women in the Netherlands and in Arab Countries.
 Please confirm your attendance before 10 of May 2008
Entrance fee: free for members, 10 euro for non members, to be paid through account of ANVK: ABN AMRO Bank The Hague: 518386783 upon which invitation cards will be forwarded. 

*Members are requested to wear their badge
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Occupation, Patriarchy and Palestinian Women 

The creation of the Israeli state in 1948 resulted in the expulsion of 750,000 Palestinian refugees, who, along with their descendants, have been denied the right to return to their homeland ever since. Of the Palestinians who managed to remain within the new borders of Israel, many were internally displaced and are denied the same rights allotted to jewish citizens. Following 1967, the Israeli state occupied by military force the areas known as the Gaza Strip and West Bank. Since this time, Palestinians living in the Gaza Strip and West Bank have been denied a state of their own which has impeded the development of a Palestinian constitution or legal institutions. The personal status law used in the Palestinian Occupied Territories is a combination of Ottoman law, British Empire law, and   Jordanian law, which can not defend Palestinian women’s rights. Numerous studies have shown that the ongoing Israeli occupation is a key factor in the maintenance of patriarchy in Palestinian society.

Palestinian women have lived all or most of their lives under Israeli occupation and have been facing challenges to establish their rights, they are victimized by the political violence, living in perpetual fear for their safety and that of their families, while bearing the additional burdens imposed on them under harrowing conditions, such as the destruction of homes, the razing of agricultural property, the uprooting of trees and rampant unemployment. Additionally, they are victims of heightened violence within their homes. In the absence of a protectable law and the function of law enforcement institutions, armed groups and traditional and tribal structures have gained greater authority in Palestinian society, strengthening existing gender inequality and pressures on women to conform with certain interpretations of traditional or religious norms in order to preserve the family honour.

While the deterioration of the situation has increased societal pressures and violence against women in the family, institutional protection mechanisms have been further weakened by Israel’s destruction of much of the security infrastructure and institutions. Women who challenge or transgress traditional norms may be killed by their relatives for having tarnished the family’s reputation.

The weakening of already inadequate protection mechanisms combined with the blockades and restrictions on movement imposed by the Israeli army have 

made it more difficult and often impossible for women and girls, who are at risk of being killed or harmed by family members, to escape to safety. In most cases men who commit crimes against women benefit from impunity.

Women over there are unable to express any of their suffering or anxiety, as they are forced into silence for fear of being blamed at the public level for being selfish and inconsiderate given the national emergency the whole society is undergoing, and at the private level from being blamed for their own victimization– a vicious circle."  


The Palestinian women have a quadruple challenge:

(1) As women under an occupation which controls every aspect of their lives

(2) As women in a patriarchal, discriminatory society
(3) As women under a personal status law not able to defend their rights.

(4) The lack of a future (for their children). There are no jobs and therefore no

     encouragement to study.
The aims of the conference
The ANVK has a number of goals and objectives that it aims to achieve. Among these goals are the following:
1- To raise international awareness of the problems for Palestinian women caused by Israeli occupation policies. 

 2- Strengthen women’s participation in public life, especially at the decision-making and leadership level.

3- Stimulate decision-makers to promote equal rights and social justice in Palestinian society and to reverse legislation and other societal obstacles to insure equality and social justice.

4- To raise Palestinian women's awareness regarding their rights and to affirm the importance of defending them through training and legal literacy campaigning projects.

5- To improve employment opportunities for women to face the changing socio-economic challenges.

Program

Date:      24 May 2008

Venue:  Christus Triumfatorkerk

             Juliana van Stolberglaan 154

             The Hague
Theme:     Occupation, Patriarchy and Palestinian Women
Program:

10.00 – 10.30     Arrival of the participants and coffee
10.30 – 10.35    Welcome address by Tomador Meihuizen-

                          Hassoun, President of Arab-Dutch Women Circle

 10.35- 10.50     Keynote speech by H.E Mrs. Soumaia Bargouti
                          Ambassador of Palestine in Netherlands.
10.50 – 11.00   onference Chairwoman: Ghada Zeidan

11.00 – 12.00   Panel session 1: Palestinian Women under 
                                                  Occupation                                      

                          Chairwoman: Laila Jaffer               
                        Panel members:
                              Sheren Seikaly: Role of Palestinian women in political

                                                        resistance
                         Afaf Jabiri: Palestinian women under occupation
                                                           And  facing a patriarchal society
                         Suha Bargouti: Women in political organizations and in
                                                      NGO`s 
                         Husam Zomlot: "The current situation and impact on
                                                        Palestinian women and children".  

12.00 – 12.30                   Discussion

12.30 -- 14.00                  Palestinian warm luncheon 
14.00 – 16.30   Panel session 2: Palestinian women in a patriarchal
                                                  society

                       Chairwoman: Laila Jordans-Cotran              

                            Panel members:

14.00 –14.20       Maha Najjar: Behind  a triple wall: political, social 
                                                        and legal challenges facing Palestinian

                                                        women
14.20 – 15.15         Buthina Canaan Khoury:  Film “Maria`s Grotto”                                               
                              (The length of the film is 52 min, documentary highlighting
                                the issue of honour killings)
             

15.15 – 15.40                          Discussion 

15.40 – 16.30         Janine de Poorter, Nawal Al-Baz, and Tamaam
                            Abu Ayyash, by Ali Achkouder 

                                 Fashion show with live music  

                       “from traditional clothing  to a modern way to wear it”    

16.30 – 17.30      Opening of exhibition of Palestinian paintings by
                            Finan Ghazal. Time for social gathering and listening to

                            live Palestinian music by Zaid Taiym.

The conference is going to be held in English. Further information can be obtained by e-mail from Tomador Meihuizen - Hassoun e-mail: t.hassoun@casema.nl Information about other ANVK events can be found at www.anvk.org
Speakers
Afaf Jabiri
Afaf Jabiri has more than 12 years experience working on women’s rights in both the non-governmental and government sectors in Jordan. Ms. Jabiri is currently the regional coordinator for V-Day’s Karama Program working to end violence against women in 9 countries of the Middle East and North Africa. She is also a member of the Central Council of the Jordanian Women’s Union (JWU) and a number of regional networks for women.

Ms. Jabiri has started as an activist working to promote Palestinian refugee women’s right in the Palestinian camps in Jordan.  

Ms. Jabiri holds Mphil degree in International Politics from the University of Glasgow and a Bachelor’s Degree in Social Sciences from the University of Jordan.  In addition, she has received a diploma from the International Labor Organization for training of trainers in gender equity.
Ali Achkouder,
Musician (singer),music teacher, born and music studied in Aleppo Syria,lives in the Netherlands and works in the psychiatry, beside it busy with music with its own music of group Ahlam Sharqiya, theatre play with Foundation Theater Without Border, he is asset in the art, with done in different expositions in the Netherlands. 

  http://www.myspace.com/aliachko
Buthina Canaan Khoury
Is a Palestinian independent filmmaker who established Majd Production Company in Ramallah city in 2000.The company's main objective is to produce documentaries about various crucial Palestinian issues, focusing on women's social and political problems. Khoury received her Bachelor degree in Filmmaking and Photography from the Massachusetts College of Fine Arts in Boston, Massachusetts in the US.
Film Maria’s Grotto

A gripping portrait of women, whose lives were dictated by a moral code, Maria's Grotto is a painful true film about the issue of honor killings in Palestine. Khoury explores the issue through the stories of four women: one is wrongly accused of dishonoring her family and then murdered; the second dies after being forced by her brothers to swallow poison; the third survives repeated stabbings inflicted by her brother; and the fourth is a Hip-hop singer who dares speak out about honor killings, and faces death threats. Through these stories, Khoury exposes the magnitude of honor killings in Palestine.

Maria’s Grotto( 2007)is produced in Arabic and translated to English 

had recently  won the Silver Award  for the docs at Dubai film festival.
Dr. Husam Zomlot 
Is as political advisor to the Palestinian diplomatic mission to the UK. Husam is specialist on Middle East affairs. Husam’s previous work experience includes the United Nation, the London School of Economics and the Palestine Economic Policy Research Institute. He lectured international economics at the University of London, co-authored several UN reports, participated in various research projects and international and regional conferences and contributed to published books. His most recent contribution was published in a book entitled State Formation in Palestine: Viability and Governance during a Social Transformation.
Chrisje van Schoot

 Worked for over 30 years in International Development Cooperation in various countries of de Middle East, like Yemen, Iraq and Palestine. Presently she is Senior Programme Officer with an international NGO, the Gender and Water Alliance, and especially in charge of the Arab and Middle Eastern Region. 
Finan Ghazal,

 I s of Palestinian origin, born in Nablus in the West Bank in 1965.immigrated to the Netherlands with her family in 1973. She is specialised in Palestinian Art, especially Palestinian traditional life, in which women play a central role against the aggression of the Israeli occupation.
Janine de Poorter
Born and brought up in Paris where she learned design and fashion. As a fashion designer, she worked in France, India, Germany, Africa and New-York for Trend studios and manufacturers She set up last year a company named Baab, this fulfilled an old dream, for which she had no time before: stepping into and exploring one of the richest textile cultures of the world, discovering, selecting and buying fabrics of the Near East with particular emphasis on the traditional woollen voile from Iraq, beautifully embroidered by Palestinian women exiled in Syria. 
Leila Jaffar

 Is one of the leading experts on Intercultural Communication in the Netherlands. As a trainer she has worked on a regular basis with professionals dealing with violence against women.  She is of Palestinian descent and a staunch advocate of both Palestinian national and women's rights.
Dr. Leila Jordens-Cotran

Is of Palestinian origin and born in Beirut, Lebanon. She is since the seventies a Dutch citizen. Studied philosophy at the French university of Beirut and got her PhD in law at the University of Maastricht (Netherlands). She is specialized in Islamic family law (mainly Moroccan law) and its reception in the Dutch legal order.

Dr.Maha Najjar
 was born in Nazareth and studied literature and educational sciences in Haifa and later law in Jerusalem. She worked in Jerusalem during the first intifada (1988-1993) with other lawyers defending the rights of Palestinians living under occupation in Israeli courts (military courts, High Court of Justice). After moving to Belgium in 1993. Her main areas of research are women's rights in the Arab world (Family Law, Labour and Social laws), legislative and 
judicial reform in the Arab countries and sub-regional economic cooperation in the Middle East.

Nawal Al Baz,
 Is of Palestinian origin, she was born and raised in Jordan. Finished her Ms in Computer Technology and has been living in the Netherlands for 19 years. She has worked as a Coordinator in an educational institution for 17 years now. Furthermore, she has been very active in various Palestinian organisations.
Dr.Sherene Seikaly

 Is Qatar Postdoctoral Fellow at the Center for Contemporary Arab Studies at Georgetown University and co-editor of the Arab Studies Journal. She received her doctoral
degree in September 2007 from the Departments of History and Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies at New York University.  She is presently working on her manuscript based  on her dissertation, /Meatless Days: Consumption and Capitalism in Wartime Palestine 1939-1948. Situated at the intersections
 of studies of consumption, political economy, and colonialism, her research traces the formation of a Palestinian Arab middle class before the defining rupture of 1948. 
 
Suha Barghouty
Is an activist in the social, political and women's rights fields.  She is a member of the Executive Committee of the Palestinian NGO Network (PNGO), where she coordinates the Euro-Med project, among others.  Mrs. Barghouti, who has a B.A. in business administration and a higher diploma in broadcast journalism, is also a board member of several leading community and human rights organizations. 

Tamaam Abu Ayyash,
 Born and raised in Palestine (West Bank). At the age of ten she  immigrated to the Netherlands. She studied English Literature & Intercultural 
Communication and has been working as a Lecturer and Consultant for 16 
years now. Working for and in Palestinian organisations is one of her main drives. 
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