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Introduction
The crisis of modernity in Islamic societies, generally, and of Muslim women’s rights, specifically, has led some individuals to wonder whether Islam is able to assume a new attitude concerning women’s rights.

Women living in Muslim countries see their rights on the political, social and family levels violated in the name of Islam. Many women have believed that Islam has been attributing them an inferior role in society. Others however realize very well that their position is not due to religion but to a patriarchal society in which democracy and basic human rights are lacking for everyone .Yet they fight in their own way, sometimes with small steps, for equality and improvement of their position in society. During this conference a few of these women will speak out to tell us about their struggle for equal rights. Various questions will be central in their presentations.

*Are equal rights for women possible in states in which separation between church and state for long time has not yet been established?

*Is Islam in itself an obstacle for the emancipation of women in Muslim societies?

*Is their any question of an “Islam” which prescribes a uniform view on the role of man and woman in society?

*Has the time not come for Muslims to have the courage to re-examine old hierarchical principles that were acceptable in a different era and a different culture?

In re-examining these principles we should be guided by Shura (democracy) and the protection of Maslahat al Ibad (interest of the people). What we need then is a new body of laws reflecting a new set of Islamic human relations. 

 Program

9.30 – 10.00                               Welcome with coffee and tea
10.00 – 10.10              Introductory speech by Dr. Tomador Meihuizen – Hassoun

                                    President of Arab-Dutch Women Circle
10.10 – 10.20            Chairwoman .Leila Jordens-Cotran: Stafjuriste at Register  

                                   Amsterdam'. Specialist in the family law of Muslim countries,
                                   especially of Morocco, and its relationship with Dutch law.
10.20 – 10.45            “Can Islam be compatible with modernity ” by Prof. Dr.

                                   Abdulkader Tayob, Abdulkader Tayob is ISIM Professor at

                                     Radboud University, Nijmegen. 
10.45 – 11.00                            Discussion
11.00 – 11.25         “The role of women NGO`s in Serving the Society in Saudi Arabia
                                By:  Dr. Khogeer,  Effat Jamil Associate Professor of English 

                                 Literature Ummal Qura University, Holy Makkah. Saudi Arabia.
11.25 – 11.40                           Discussion

11.40 – 12.10           “Gender Equality in Nationality laws of Muslim Countries:
                                   Is Islam against it?” by Dr. Malika Ben Radi professor of law,

                                   University of Rabat,Agdal(French with Dutch
                                   translation).
12.10 – 12.25                          Discussion

12.25 – 14.00                         Lunch

14.00 – 14.25          “Islam and women’s rights especially marriage, divorce, 

                                 inheritance” by Dr. Ghassan Ascha, lecturer in Islam and

                                 Comparative Religion at the Faculty of Theology of Utrecht 

                                 University (Dutch and Arabic).
14.25 – 15.40                       Discussion

15.40 – 16.05          “Labor and property rights in Islam” by Dr. Habiba 

                                 Al- Marashi, Chairperson of Emirates Environment Group 

                                (English).
16.05 – 16.20                       Discussion
16.20 – 16.40                        Break
16.40 – 17.15          Panel discussion (English and Dutch). 
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